DEFENSIVE CARDPLAY

LEADS - SIGNALS - CONCEPTS
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MAKE YOUR LEAD

WE LEAD TRUMP

WHEN WE WANT TO LIMIT THE ABILITY
OF THE DECLARER TO TRUMP CARDS IN
ONE OR BOTH OF THEIR HANDS.

A CLASSIC TRUMP LEAD WILL OCCUR WHEN A
PREFERENGE OF 2 SUITS HAS BEEN MADE.

Correct Lead: O
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MAKE YOUR LEAD

WE LEAD TRUMP

WHEN WE WANT TO AVOID GIVING UP A
TRICK WITH OUR OTHER CHOIGES

SOMETIMES A TRUMP LEAD WILL BE THE SAFEST WAY T0
EXIT YOUR HAND.
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1 P lv 14
2 P 2v P

3v P 4v AP

Correct Lead:




MAKE YOUR LEADS

WEST EAST YO WEST NorRTH EAST  vou
Ia P 1+ 1v IN P
26 AP 3N AP




MAKE YOUR LEADS

WEST NorRTH EAST  vou

1+ 1 IN P
3N AP




MAKE YOUR LEADS

WEST NOrRTH  EAST YOU WEST NORTH  EAST

AP 2N P l« P 1a P
3N 2« P 2N P

3N

® KJ632




MAKE YOUR LEADS

WEST NOrRTH  EAST YOU WEST NORTH  EAST

AP 2N P l« P 1a P
3N 2« P 2N P

¢ J874




STANDARD SIGNALS
ATTITUDE - COUNT - SUIT PREFERENCE
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THE ATTITUDE
SIGNAL

WHEN PARTNER LEADS
AN HONOR

HOW IT WORKS

LOW = “l DON’T LIKE THIS SUIT”

| HIGH = “I LIKE THIS SUIT”
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THE ATTITUDE
SIGNAL

WHEN WE ARE
DISCARDING

| “I LIKE THIS SUIT”
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THE COUNT
SIGNAL

WHEN DECLARER LEADS
A SUIT FIRST

HOW IT WORKS

LOW - HIGH = ODD # OF CARDS

HIGH - LOW = EVEN # OF CARDS




SUIT PREFERENCE ; HOW IT WORKS
SIGNALS

WHEN BOTH DEFENDERS KNOW LOW = LOW RANK SUIT PREF.

THE SUIT BEING LED (CURRENTLY)
WILL NOT BE RETURNED HIGH = HIGH RANK SUIT PREF.




SUIT PREFERENCE o HOW IT WORKS
SIGNALS

WHEN BOTH DEFENDERS KNOW LOW = LOW RANK SUIT PREF.

THE SUIT BEING LED (CURRENTLY)
WILL NOT BE RETURNED HIGH = HIGH RANK SUIT PREF.
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TRUMP SUIT
PREFERENCE

WHEN WE HAVE WORTHLESS
TRUMPS, THE ORDER IN WHICH
WE PLAY THEM CAN SIGNAL.

HOW IT WORKS

LOW = LOW RANK SUIT PREF.

HIGH = HIGH RANK SUIT PREF.




THE "RULES” FOR DEFENSE
A COLLECTION OF GUIDELINES FOR COMMON SITUATIONS
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2NP HAND LOW

RARELY WRONG TO FOLLOW THIS
BASIC RULE OF BRIDGE.




3RD HAND HIGH

RARELY WRONG TO FOLLOW THIS

BASIC RULE.*
*When there is an honor in dummy,
we might NOT play 3 hand high.




3RD HAND HIGH

RARELY WRONG TO FOLLOW THIS

BASIC RULE.*
*When there is an honor in dummy,
we might NOT play 3 hand high.




DUMMY ON THE LEFT

USUALLY BEST TO LEAD THROUGH THE
STRONGER SUITS IN THE DUMMY

“LEFT HEFT”
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DUMMY ON THE RIGHT

USUALLY BEST TO LEAD TOWARDS THE WEAKER
SUITS IN THIS HAND.

“RIGHT LIGHT”
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MAKE YOUR LEAD
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WHEN WE ARE LEADING
WE ALWAYS LEAD TOP OF TOUCHING HONORS
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MAKE YOUR PLAY
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WHEN WE ARE BEING LED TO
WE PLAY THE LOWER OF TOUCHING HONORS
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THE RULE OF 11

11 — (value of card led) =
THE TOTAL # OF CARDS LEFT,
HIGHER THAN THE LEAD, IN THE
REMAINING THE 3 HANDS
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THE RULE OF 11

WORKS ANYTIME WE SEE A 4™
BEST LEAD. 11 — the value of the
card led = THE TOTAL # OF CARDS

HIGHER THAN THE LEAD IN THE

REMAINING 3 HANDS.
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MAKE YOUR LEAD

AK DOUBLETON

WE LEAD THE KING FIRST AND THEN THE
ACE. THIS ALWAYS SHOWS EXACTLY 2
CARDS IN THE SUIT.

THIS IS BECAUSE WE AGREE TO LEAD ACE FROM AK IN ALL
OTHER SITUATIONS.

WEST NORTH EAST YOu
1 P lv P
2V P 49 AP

Correct Lead: @
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PRESENT COUNT

GIVE COUNT WHEN RETURNING
PARTNER’S OPENING LEAD.
HI — LO = EVEN # PRESENTLY

LO — HI = ODD # PRESENTLY
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THE ATTITUDE
SIGNAL

WHEN PARTNER LEADS &
DUMMY WINS A HIGH HONOR.
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THE COUNT
SIGNAL

WHEN PARTNER LEADS & WE
CAN NOT BEAT A JACK OR LOWER
PLAYED FROM DUMMY.
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